
The Wartime Journal of a Georgia Girl, 1864-
1865: A First-Hand Account of the Civil War
The American Civil War was a time of great turmoil and upheaval, and the
people of Georgia were no exception. The state was a major battleground
for the war, and its citizens experienced firsthand the horrors of conflict.
Among those who lived through the war was Mary Jones, a young woman
from Eatonton, Georgia. Jones kept a journal during the war, and her
entries provide a unique glimpse into the daily life of a Southern woman
during this tumultuous period.

Early Life

Mary Jones was born in Eatonton, Georgia, in 1840. Her father was a
doctor, and her mother was a devout Christian. Jones was raised in a
comfortable home, and she received a good education. She was a bright
and inquisitive young woman, and she loved to read and write.
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The Outbreak of War

When the Civil War broke out in 1861, Jones was just 21 years old. She
was a strong supporter of the Confederacy, and she was proud of her
state's role in the war effort. Jones's father enlisted in the Confederate
Army, and her brother served in the state militia. Jones herself worked as a
volunteer nurse in a local hospital.

Life During the War

In her journal, Jones describes the hardships that she and her family
endured during the war. The war disrupted daily life in Georgia, and food
and other supplies were scarce. Jones and her family often went hungry,
and they had to make do with whatever they could find. The war also
brought violence and destruction to Georgia. Jones's home was burned
down by Union soldiers, and she was forced to flee with her family.

Despite the hardships she endured, Jones remained optimistic throughout
the war. She believed that the Confederacy would eventually win, and she
was determined to do her part to support the cause. Jones worked
tirelessly as a volunteer nurse, and she also helped to raise money for the
Confederate Army.

The End of the War

The Civil War ended in 1865, and the Confederacy was defeated. Jones
was devastated by the outcome of the war, but she was also determined to
rebuild her life. She returned to Eatonton and began working as a teacher.
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Jones never forgot the sacrifices that her family and friends had made
during the war, and she dedicated her life to helping others.

The Wartime Journal

Jones's wartime journal is a valuable historical document. It provides a
firsthand account of the daily life of a Southern woman during the Civil War.
Jones's journal is also a testament to the resilience of the human spirit.
Despite the hardships she endured, Jones never gave up hope.

The Wartime Journal of a Georgia Girl, 1864-1865 is available to read
online at the Georgia Archives.
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Further Reading

* [The Civil War in Georgia]
(https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/civil-war-
georgia) * [The Wartime Journal of a Georgia Girl, 1864-1865]
(https://www.georgiaarchives.org/civil-war-1861-1865/wartime-journal-
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