
The Song of Los: Illuminated with the Original
Illustrations of William Blake
An Exploration of Symbolism, Lyricism, and the Romantic Movement

William Blake's "The Song of Los" stands as a testament to the power of
imagination and the enduring themes of the Romantic Movement.
Published in 1795, this prophetic book weaves together lyrical verses,
enigmatic symbols, and stunning illustrations to create a complex and
multifaceted masterpiece.
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The Prophetic Books and the Role of Los

"The Song of Los" is part of Blake's series of "prophetic books," which
explore themes of mythology, religion, and the human condition. Los, a
significant figure in Blake's mythology, represents the creative force of
imagination and the divine spark within humanity.

Symbolism in "The Song of Los"
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Blake's use of symbolism is central to the meaning of "The Song of Los."
The poem is replete with imagery of fire, the elements, and celestial bodies,
each carrying multiple layers of symbolic significance. For instance, fire
represents the transformative power of creativity, while water symbolizes
the cleansing power of the imagination.

The Complexity of Orc and Urizen
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Two key characters in "The Song of Los" are Orc and Urizen. Orc
represents the raw, primal energy of revolution and desire, while Urizen
embodies reason, law, and control. The conflict between these two forces
forms a central narrative thread in the poem.

Lyricism and Poetic Form

Blake's lyricism in "The Song of Los" is both evocative and enigmatic. His
verse is characterized by a combination of simple language and complex
imagery, creating a rich and immersive poetic experience. The form of the
poem, with its use of stanzas and repeated motifs, contributes to its rhythm
and musicality.

Original Illustrations and their Significance

Blake's original illustrations for "The Song of Los" are an integral part of the
poem's meaning. These images, characterized by their bold lines and vivid
colors, provide a visual interpretation of the text, adding depth and nuance
to the symbolism and narrative.



Urizen sitting in judgment, representing reason, law, and control

Blake's Influence on the Romantic Movement

"The Song of Los" is a seminal work of the Romantic Movement, which
emphasized the importance of imagination, emotion, and the individual
experience over rationalism and Enlightenment ideals. Blake's unique
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vision and experimental style had a profound influence on subsequent
Romantic writers, such as William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor
Coleridge.

: A Timeless Masterpiece

"The Song of Los" remains a captivating and challenging work of literature,
offering a glimpse into the depths of Blake's imagination and the
complexities of the human condition. Through its intricate symbolism, lyrical
beauty, and stunning illustrations, it continues to inspire and provoke
readers to this day.

“ "The Song of Los is a noble poem, full of profound
philosophy and lofty imagination. It is one of the most
remarkable productions of the human mind."
-William Rossetti, Blake's biographer ”
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The Great Deliverance Inspector Lynley: A
Literary Masterpiece Unraveling the Intricacies
of Policing and Human Character
: In the realm of detective fiction, Elizabeth George's "The Great
Deliverance Inspector Lynley" stands as a towering literary achievement.
This captivating novel delves into...

Metal Gear Solid Ground Zeroes Guide,
Walkthrough, Tips, Cheats
Metal Gear Solid Ground Zeroes is a prologue to the highly anticipated
Metal Gear Solid V: The Phantom Pain. It is a standalone game that
was...
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