Poetic Reflections on the Revised Common
Lectionary: Exploring the Transformative
Power of the Word

The Revised Common Lectionary (RCL) is a liturgical resource used by
many Christian denominations to guide their readings from the Bible during
worship services. It was first published in 1992 and has since become a
widely accepted tool for enriching spiritual experiences and fostering a
deeper understanding of the Scriptures. The RCL organizes biblical
passages into a three-year cycle, allowing congregations to explore a
diverse range of texts and themes throughout the liturgical calendar. This
article delves into poetic reflections on the RCL, examining its
transformative power to inspire, challenge, and illuminate our faith
journeys.

The RCL as a Source of Inspiration

The RCL provides a wealth of biblical narratives, parables, and poetic
passages that have the power to spark creativity and inspire the
imagination. The rhythmic language, vivid imagery, and profound insights
found within the Scriptures can serve as a catalyst for poetic expression,
allowing individuals to connect with the divine in a unique and personal

way.
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Consider the opening lines of Psalm 139:

“"0O Lord, you have searched me and known me. You know
when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts
from afar."”

These verses capture the intimate relationship between God and humanity,
reminding us of the divine presence in all aspects of our lives. The
psalmist's words resonate with a depth of emotion and wonder, inviting us
to reflect on our own experiences of God's constant companionship.

The RCL as a Catalyst for Challenge

While the RCL offers moments of inspiration, it also confronts us with
challenging passages that provoke introspection and call us to examine our
faith more deeply. The narratives of suffering, injustice, and doubt found
within the Scriptures can unsettle our comfortable assumptions and push
us to grapple with the complexities of human existence.
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The book of Job, for example, presents a profound exploration of the
problem of evil and the limits of human understanding. Job's experience of
immense loss and suffering raises questions about the nature of God and
the meaning of life. Through Job's journey, we are invited to wrestle with
our own doubts and fears, seeking a deeper understanding of God's
character and purpose.

The RCL as a Source of lllumination

The RCL not only inspires and challenges but also illuminates our
understanding of God and God's relationship with humanity. The Gospels,
in particular, offer a vivid portrayal of Jesus Christ, whose words and
actions provide a transformative lens through which we can view the world.

The Sermon on the Mount, recorded in the Gospel of Matthew, is a prime
example of Jesus' illuminating teachings. In this sermon, Jesus presents a
vision of God's kingdom as a realm of love, justice, and compassion. His
words challenge our preconceived notions of spirituality and call us to live a
life that reflects God's values.

The RCL as a Tool for Spiritual Growth

Through its combination of inspiration, challenge, and illumination, the RCL
serves as a valuable tool for spiritual growth. By engaging with the
Scriptures through a poetic lens, we can deepen our understanding of God,
discern God's purpose for our lives, and find guidance for our daily living.

The RCL invites us into a transformative encounter with the Word of God. It
provides a framework for exploring the richness of the biblical tradition,
fostering a vibrant and dynamic faith that is rooted in the Scriptures and
expressed through the creative power of poetry.



Poetic Examples of RCL Reflections

The following poems offer examples of how the RCL can inspire poetic
reflection:

"The Call" by Maya Angelou

“"And still I rise. I rise I rise."”

This poem, inspired by the biblical account of David and Goliath, captures
the indomitable spirit of faith in the face of adversity.

"In the Garden" by T.S. Eliot

“"In the garden there were two, And there they walked, And in
the garden there was death."”

Eliot's poem explores the complexities of human nature and the
consequences of sin in the Garden of Eden.

"A Litany of Thanksgiving" by Wendell Berry

“"For the gift of creation, For the gift of life, For the gift of
love, We give you thanks."”



Berry's poem expresses gratitude for the beauty and wonder of the natural
world and the immeasurable gift of God's love.

The Revised Common Lectionary is not merely a liturgical resource but a
transformative force in the life of faith. Through its carefully curated
selection of biblical passages, the RCL inspires, challenges, and illuminates
our understanding of God and our place in the world. By engaging with the
Scriptures through a poetic lens, we can deepen our connection to the
divine, explore the depths of our humanity, and discover new insights into
the meaning of life. The RCL is a treasure trove of wisdom and guidance, a
constant companion on our spiritual journey, and a source of endless
inspiration for poetic reflections.

Image Alt Attributes:

= open Bible on wooden table with candle and cross
= stained glass window depicting biblical scene

= group of people gathered around a table reading the Bible
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