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Operation Vengeance was a daring and meticulously planned mission to
assassinate Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto, the mastermind behind the attack
on Pearl Harbor. The operation was carried out by the US Navy and US
Army Air Forces on April 18, 1943, and resulted in the death of Yamamoto
and his staff.

Yamamoto's Importance

Yamamoto was one of the most respected and feared naval commanders
in the world. He was a brilliant strategist and tactician, and his leadership
was instrumental in Japan's early successes in the Pacific War. As the
commander-in-chief of the Combined Fleet, Yamamoto was responsible for
planning and executing the attack on Pearl Harbor, which brought the
United States into the war.

Planning the Assassination

The idea of assassinating Yamamoto came from US Navy intelligence,
which had intercepted and decoded Japanese messages that revealed
Yamamoto's travel plans. The operation was planned by a team of Navy
and Army officers, and it was codenamed "Operation Vengeance."
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The plan called for a squadron of P-38 Lightning fighter planes to intercept
Yamamoto's plane over the Solomon Islands. The P-38s were chosen for
their speed and long range, and they were armed with 20mm cannons and
.50 caliber machine guns.

The Mission

On April 18, 1943, a squadron of 16 P-38s took off from Guadalcanal. The
planes were led by Major John Mitchell of the US Army Air Forces' 339th
Fighter Squadron, also known as the "Black Sheep Squadron."

The P-38s flew for over 1,000 miles before reaching the Solomon Islands.
They then flew at low altitude to avoid detection by Japanese radar. At
around 9:30 AM, the P-38s spotted Yamamoto's plane, a Mitsubishi G4M
Betty bomber, flying over Bougainville.

The P-38s attacked Yamamoto's plane from all sides. Yamamoto's plane
was hit by multiple cannon shells and machine gun fire, and it crashed into
the jungle. Yamamoto and his staff were all killed.

Aftermath

The assassination of Yamamoto was a major blow to Japan. Yamamoto
was one of the most experienced and respected naval commanders in the
world, and his death left a void in the Japanese leadership.

The assassination of Yamamoto also had a significant impact on the course
of the war. The Japanese Navy was never able to fully recover from the
loss of Yamamoto, and it was eventually defeated by the Allies in 1945.

Legacy



Operation Vengeance is considered to be one of the most successful
assassination missions in history. It was a daring and meticulously planned
operation that resulted in the death of one of the most important military
leaders of World War II. The assassination of Yamamoto had a significant
impact on the course of the war, and it is still studied today by military
historians.

Operation Vengeance was a daring and successful mission that resulted in
the assassination of Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto, the mastermind behind
the attack on Pearl Harbor. The operation was a major blow to Japan, and
it had a significant impact on the course of the war. The assassination of
Yamamoto is still studied today by military historians, and it is considered to
be one of the most successful assassination missions in history.
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