
Borrowed Objects and the Art of Poetry:
Unveiling the Power of Allusion and
Intertextuality
In the realm of poetry, the act of borrowing objects from the world around
us is a powerful tool that poets employ to enhance the depth and
complexity of their work. These borrowed objects, imbued with symbolic
significance or resonant with cultural or literary associations, are skillfully
woven into the fabric of poems to evoke a range of emotions, ideas, and
connections.

Allusion: A Discreet Reference to Expand Meaning

Allusion, a subtle and evocative literary device, allows poets to make
discreet references to other works of literature, art, history, or mythology. By
alluding to familiar objects, characters, or events, poets can tap into a
shared reservoir of cultural understanding and create a sense of
intertextuality, where different works dialogue with each other.
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Example: T.S. Eliot's "The Waste Land"

In his seminal poem "The Waste Land," T.S. Eliot draws upon a myriad of
allusions to evoke the fragmented and desolate nature of the modern
world. The poem's opening lines, "April is the cruellest month," echo
Geoffrey Chaucer's "The Canterbury Tales," establishing a link to medieval
literature. Eliot's use of the Grail legend and the Fisher King further
reinforces the poem's exploration of spiritual emptiness and the search for
meaning.

Intertextuality: Embracing the Dialogue of Texts

Intertextuality, a broader concept than allusion, encompasses the ways in
which texts interact, influence, and borrow from each other. Poets often
engage in intertextual play by incorporating elements of other works into
their own, creating a dialogue between texts and expanding the possibilities
for interpretation.

Example: Ezra Pound's "The Cantos"

Ezra Pound's ambitious work "The Cantos" is a prime example of the
intertextual approach in poetry. Pound draws inspiration from a vast array
of sources, including Chinese history, Homeric epics, and contemporary
events. Through these intertextual connections, Pound creates a complex
and multifaceted narrative that explores themes of history, culture, and the
search for order in a chaotic world.

Symbolism: The Power of Object as Representation
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Borrowed objects often carry symbolic significance, embodying abstract
concepts or emotions. By using objects as symbols, poets can create
evocative imagery and convey layers of meaning beyond the literal.

Example: Emily Dickinson's "Because I could not stop for Death"

In Emily Dickinson's enigmatic poem "Because I could not stop for Death,"
the borrowed object of a carriage becomes a powerful symbol of the
inevitable journey towards death. The carriage's leisurely pace and polite
conversation with Death create a surreal and dreamlike atmosphere,
enhancing the poem's exploration of mortality and the transition to the
afterlife.

The Benefits of Borrowing

Incorporating borrowed objects into poetry offers numerous benefits for
both poets and readers. By using this technique, poets can:

Establish connections to other works of art, literature, or culture

Evoke a range of emotions, ideas, and associations

Create a sense of intertextuality and invite readers to explore the
dialogue between texts

Deepen the symbolic and thematic layers of their work

Expand the possibilities for interpretation and reader engagement

Borrowed objects are essential tools in the art of poetry, allowing poets to
craft works that resonate with depth, complexity, and intertextual richness.
Through allusion, intertextuality, and symbolism, poets incorporate objects
from the world around them and beyond, creating poems that challenge,



inspire, and expand the boundaries of our imagination. By embracing the
power of borrowed objects, poets invite readers to participate in a dynamic
conversation that transcends time and space, connecting works of literature
and fostering a deeper appreciation for the art of poetry.
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